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9.4 Pointe-du-Hoc

click for picture

(6 kilometerswest of OMAHA Beach, on D514. Oir,
22 kilometers northwest of Bayeux viaN13 to Longveville,
18 kilometers. North on D125, 5 kilometers to D514,
then west 2 kilometers)

The American Monuments Commission maintains
Pointe-du-Hoc. Thebattlesiteretainsitscharacter of 1944
although the addition of grassand erosion around the cra-
ters has diminished its starkness.

Thesix 155mm gun battery with a 17 kilometer range
housed inside concrete bunkers threatened the invasion
fleet, OMAHA Beach, 6 kilometerseast, and UTAH Beach,
14 kilometers to the northwest. This was the most |ethal
battery intheinvasion area. The battery had to be neutral-
ized as quickly as possible in the early hours of theinva-
sion. The battery was bombed April 15, May 22 and June
4 resulting in the six 155mm howitzers being moved tem-
porarily to an orchard one kilometer south. Substitutetele-
phone poles, under camouflage netting disguised the pre-
cautionary move. Andre Farine, the café owner in
Letanville (3 kilometers southwest), in seeking wood for
baking wouldvisit M. Fouche' sfarm overl ooking the Pointe
du Hoc battery site and secure intelligence he transmitted
to England. He discovered the German ruse but the ships
had sailed under radio silence. Hisown observationsand
what he gleaned from the labor building the Atlantic Wall
eating in his café saved many lives. He was awarded the
Croix de Guerre.

The 8" Air Force bombers cautiously held their bomb
loadsafew secondslonger to avoid hitting the assault wave.
Thebombslanded harmlessly inland. At 6 am. the battle-
shipsArkansas and Texas commenced their bombardment.
Beforelifting their shelling ahalf-hour later they had fired
600 12 to 14 inch shells. The 10,000 tons of explosives
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equaled the destructive power of the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima. One battleship shell exploded inside an empty
bunker collapsing therear wall.

Theplan called for the 2@ Ranger Battalion (Compa-
niesD, E and F) toland east and west of the Pointe at 6:30
am. Therangers, using British LCPs(Landing Craft Per-
sonnel) manned by British coxswain had one of their 10
boats swamped shortly after |eaving the mother ship. The
company commander and platoon were rescued but re-
turned to England. A 20mm cannon shell fired from the
cliff top sank one of thefour DUKWS (amphibioustruck).
In error the coxswains headed for Pointe de |a Percee, 5
kilometers east. Colonel James Earl Rudder seeing the
error ordered a course change that brought the 9 landing
craft, 3 DUKWs and one supply boat (a second had
swamped) back to Pointe-du-Hoc along a route parallel-
ing the coastline. A German machine gun nest on the cliff
edge 300 meters east of the Pointe raked the passing at-
tack force. All the craft landed east of the point forty min-
utes late and long after the USS Texas bombardment had
lifted. (The delay caused the reinforcement 5" Ranger
Battalion to believe the rangers on the Pointe had not been
successful and diverted to OMAHA Beach.) The Ger-
mansrushed to the cliff edgefiring and throwing hand gre-
nades down on the invaders. Two navy destroyers, the
HM S Talybout and the USS Satterlee moved in close fir-
ing their machine gunsand antiaircraft pompom gunsinto
the German ranks. From the landing craft grappling hooks
with rope ladders attached werefired to the top of the 35-
meter high cliffs. Many of the ladders heavy with seawa-
ter fell short. On each hook a burning fuse terrorized the
Germans attempting to cut the attached rope. From one
of the DUKWs a ladder borrowed from the London Fire
Department rose to overview the cliff top. Sergeant Bill
Stivinson with his machine gun climbed the ladder. The
DUKW:s unsteadiness on the rocky beach combined with



STAND WHERE THEY FOUGH'T 3

Stivinson'sweight caused theladder to sway back and forth
45 degrees. Each time the sway brought Stivinson past
the cliff top he fired on the Germans along the edge.

Within five minutesanumber of rangershad climbed
to the top. In another ten minutes the remaining 120 of
Rudder’s 225 men were dlithering over the edge and into
thewelcome protective shell craters. The platoonsmoved
off to seize their pre-assigned bunkers ignoring the ma-
chine gun and 20mm firefrom the large strongpoint on the
cliff edge. Determining they had captured empty bunkers
containing only telephone poles the rangers moved south
to D514. Although the bunkers had been taken the battery
areawas still not cleared. The enemy would unpredict-
ably appear from their elaborate tunnel structures, fire a
burst from an automatic weapon or throw a grenade then
disappear. The machine gun east of the Pointe that had
harassed the landing craft now poured fire over the heads
of the rangersin the shell holes. The navy and army fire
control team had been knocked out with a short shell and
the radios damaged. A visual Morse code blink light sig-
naled the USS Satterlee to knock out the machine gun
nest. A few rounds tumbled the nest and occupants down
the cliff face onto the beach. No one survived.

Colonel Rudder himself wounded set up hisbattalion
headquartersin alarge shell hole near the till active Ger-
man strongpoint and observation post. It was overcome
when fuel was poured into the exhaust ventilatorsand ig-
nited consuming the oxygen and asphyxiating many of the
occupants.

The intact battery bunker nearest the point became
themedic’'said station. The Germanshad pulled back south
of D514. Therangers set up defenses. Sergeant Leonard
Lomell and Jack Kuhn followed adirt road, suspicious it
might be thetrack created by the Germans hauling out the
six-gun battery. Two hundred and fifty meters south of
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D514 in an orchard they found the guns and ammunition
unmanned.

The German gun crews had cautiously pulled away
fromtheir ammo dump. TheAmericansblew up theammo,
destroyed several guns and incapacitated the remaining
gunsites.

By 9 am,, in less than two hours, the rangers had
achieved their objectives. Only 50 of theoriginal 200 were
still standing. A request for reinforcementswas minimally
answered. Three misdropped 1012 Airborne Division para-
troopers found their way into Rudder’s lines. 20 rangers
from the 5" Battalion were ferried over from OMAHA
Beach. The Germans counterattacked from thewest, twice
in the afternoon and three times that evening. Rudders
force of 90 men were squeezed back to a 200-meter de-
fensearc around the point. The next day 23 morereturned
on the landing craft ferrying wounded to OMAHA. Ger-
man attacks persisted. The defending German 1% Battal-
ion, 914" Regiment, 352" Division was tough and experi-
enced. Throughout June 7 asizeableforce of troopsfrom
OMAHA Beach moved west along the axisof D514 arriv-
ing in the St. Pierre-du-Mont hamlet (1 kilometer south-
east) by evening.

Colonel Rudder’sforcewasrelieved at noon, June 8,
by the 2" and 3 Battalions of the 116" Regiment, ele-
ments of the 5" Ranger Battalion, and two companies of
the 743 Tank Battalion. The tanks came up the access
road to today’s parking l ot positioning themsel ves between
the Germans to the west and Rudder’s men on the north-
erntip.

Within hoursof its capture the orchard that contained
the six-gun battery became FUSAGH (1 USArmy Group
Headquarters) under Lieutenant General Omar Bradley.
The exact location is the thinned out orchard northeast
and adjacent to Criqueville. Construction on Advanced
Landing Grounds, A-1, Ste. Pierre du Mont (1 kilometer
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east) and A-2 Criqueville (2 kilometers south) commenced
on June 9" and 10 respectively by the 9" Engineer Com-
mand. Both fields became active within a few days for
fighter support and wounded evacuation.

Today the observation post on the cliff edgeisintact
with aminor structural addition. An obelisk memorial to
the 2 Ranger Battalions stands on the fortification com-
plex. Several bunkers are but giant blocks of concrete
blown apart in the barrage. A few of the communication
trenchesarevisible. Underground, the ammunition push-
cart railroad still existsincluding alarge turntable.

Colonel Rudder was awarded the Distinguished Ser-
vice Cross. Hereturned several timesto anniversary events
before passing away.

General Eisenhower visited thesitein 1963 in prepa-
ration for the 1964 20" Anniversary events.

The*“Longest Day” moviewasfilmed here. Tommy
Sands was filmed throwing a satchel charge into the ob-
servation post through the seaward side dlit.

As a small unit action site Pointe-du-Hoc is exem-
plary of successintheface of bad luck and adversity. The
Germans engaged here were unavailable to reinforce the
defensesat OMAHA.



